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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 

  
 Recent events in our lovely country 
have shaken the very core of Kenyan society. 
They have had a huge effect on each and every 
one of us. It has made us take a hard look at the 
fabric of our lives and thank God it was not 
totally torn to shreds. Certainly, we have to as-
sess our priorities and consider our image and 
how to proceed and  how it will effect us finan-
cially. 
  
 Luckily, all the trauma has not affected 
the HAK or our members too badly. Many 
thanks must go to the Anti-Stock Theft Unit of 
the Kenya Police who sent a big contingent to 
Nairobi, stabling some 30 horses in the park. 
Besides all their other duties, they were very 
helpful and ensured that our area was reasona-
bly protected. 
 
 More than 5000 IDPs at one time had 
fled to Jamhuri but they did minimal damage to 
our venue. The HAK through the Red Cross and 
organized by Wakini Ndegwa, sent charcoal, 
stoves and blankets  to help relieve their situa-
tion. Officially,  there are no IDPs left in  
Jamhuri Park though It is suspected there are a 
few still there. This will mean we will need to 
be more aware of security in the Park. 
 
 Although much repair will be needed 
to the going in the main arena, the rest of our 
venue will only need minor repairs which have 
been started. Spiking and irrigation of Coopers 
(and some small repairs to the railing) and the 
same in Rosy Savage, will have those arenas 
ready for our first events. I am extremely grate-
ful to Liz Thoenes for stepping in to supervise 
this work and the ongoing repairs of some of 
our stables. What the HAK needs now is some 
volunteers to come forward and help her. 
  
The Pony Show had to be moved - sincere 
thanks to Geraldine Evans for loaning her 
venue. Two clinics were affected. Dressage 
with Liz Day had to be postponed. Hopefully 
she will come in early June and help judge at 
Dagoretti too. Ann Marie Taylor cancelled her 
eventing clinics in May but the Eventing Group 
is working hard to find a replacement. Thank-

fully we were able to fill the gap and hold Dres-
sage clinics with Anna Slabbaert and Mary 
Binks and a Pony Club clinic with Ally Mor-
risby. Luckily Dagoretti show was not sched-
uled for February this year - it would have been 
impossible to hold it! All should be fine for the 
Jen Hamilton show jumping clinics in March at 
Jamhuri. After that, we intend to proceed as 
normal. Schedules are out for Gauntlet, Dres-
sage Champs, Easter and Gilgil. 
 
 What will have a major effect on us is 
the present economic and financial climate. 
Happily, the HAK and the major shows have a 
reasonable cushion because certainly finding 
sponsorship is going to be very difficult. Al-
ready most are aware that fuel and food costs 
(particularly of animal feed) are going up. Lots 
of us will have to help our staff who need help 
to rebuild their lives and those of their families. 
Everyone is going to feel the pinch as nothing is 
going to get any cheaper. What must be realized 
is that this is a two way problem, so some HAK 
activities are going to get more expensive as we 
are going to have to pay more for them includ-
ing fuel, labour and ambulance costs. Your Ex-
ecutive Committee and Financial Committee 
will do all possible to keep  cost rises reason-
able. 
 
 The AGM is scheduled for the late 
afternoon before the Easter Show. Please mark 
your diaries with 1600 - Thursday  3rd April. 
Notices will be out by now but there will be 
vacancies on some committees so please let's 
have some volunteers to serve on these commit-
tees. By the AGM, there will be a clearer pic-
ture and I will make a fuller report then of fu-
ture plans. 
 
 If we want to go forward we must put 
aside all petty differences and all work together 
towards one goal to enjoy our horses and our 
sport and the support of our good friends. Now 
is the time to pull together in the spirit of 
Harambee which in the past has worked here so 
well. We will do more than just  survive these 
difficult times  -  let’s improve and progress! 
 
MARY BINKS 
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HOTYS 2007 
A Lull before the Storm 
Fayha Karimbux reports 
 
The Horse of the Year Show is always an 
eagerly anticipated event. Gary Catter-
mole and his team again brought together 
an exciting and fun-filled event. We were 
also very happy to welcome the Ugandan 
riders along with their horses to our 
show, as well as Andre De Cock and his 
team from Tanzania, who we are glad to 
note, have become a regular at our 
events. 
 
On a pleasant Thursday morning, on 13th 
December, the 58th Horse of the Year 
Show was up and running, starting with 
the show classes and the Prelim Dres-
sage. The scene down at the stables 
closely resembled the back stage of a 
Miss World contest but in this case, syces 
and riders were frantically adding final 
touches to their contestants (the horses). 
The aim of our efforts being not to make 
the judges’ jobs any easier, which I think 
all the competitors achieved. At the end 
of the Hack section, the champion title 
went to last year’s winner, Clare Vil-
joen’s Summer Breeze, with Lorraine 
Luckhurst’s Queen as Reserve. While in 
the Hunter Section, Susie Nann’s Ma-
borosi won the champion title, Brown 
Sugar, ridden by Ali Morrisby as the Re-
serve. 
 
Maborosi continued to impress the judges 
later in the show by winning the Grand 
Champion under saddle title, with Louisa 
Vittone’s  Kesri coming in as the Reserve 
Champion. Anita Mill’s Extra Smile 
emerged as the In-Hand Champion, with 
Summer Breeze as Reserve. We again 
happily welcomed back international 
course builder, Kris Van Gelder from the 
Netherlands, who provided us with excel-
lent courses throughout the show. Two of 
our top show jumper riders (Ann Aber-
cromby-Dick and Judy Limb) kicked off 
the jumping competitions with the Grade 
A & B Mary Stitt power and Speed Class. 
Judy claimed 1st place, this year aboard 
Gifted Warrior and 2nd was Ann on 
Splash Mountain. The Adult and YR Div 
1 followed the A & B, with a good num-
ber of entries which is always encourag-
ing. The days events ended with Cable 
Stitch Class, won by the pair of Gate 
Warden, ridden by Andre De Kock and 
Jetadore ridden by Sophie Watkins. 
 

Day 2 was very busy for all, as there was 
plenty to get through, starting with the 
junior dressage classes and the Adult and 
YR Novice B dressage. Main Arena 2 
had the child's veteran pony class first, 
followed by all the combined training 
classes which took the rest of the day, 
while the main arena played host again to 
the showing classes this time the Riding 
Horse Section. Louisa Vittone’s Kesri 
won the championship and Elizabeth 
Warner’s Shackelton was placed as re-
serve. This was followed by the amalga-
mated Impey and Elite Stakes, won in 
styles by Ann A-D on Splash Mountain 
and Judy Limb on Gifted Warrior in sec-
ond place. After the Adult and YR Div II, 
the name of the game switched to power 
and speed. The competition in the D 
Grade was fierce, seeing as the riders had 
their mounts in Formula 1 mode. Anita 
Mills on Mugeni topped the standings, 

after beating Aden Noor aboard Mahabali 
Mistral. Myself and Al Nori took first 
place for the Young Rider’s, Luke Davey 
on Zin Zan finishing second. Clare Lle-
welyn on Paladin redefined power and 
speed and subsequently won in the C 
Section, Susie Nann on Anchorman fin-
ishing in 2nd place. Lynda Christy blazed 
round on her little grey Mc Laren (a.k.a, 
Merrylegs) to win the JB power and 
speed, while in the JC section, Asia did a 
cracking job on Coco to take first place. 
 
The third day again proved to be very 
busy, with the junior showing classes, the 
Working Hunter and adult dressage 
classes … and all that before midday! 
Geoffrey Morley’s Pippit from Uganda 
won the Champion Pony, Bethany Elms’  
 

Alfajiri coming in as the Reserve. Alfajiri 
later that afternoon also claimed the 
Champion Working Hunter Pony title. 
The rest of the afternoon featured plenty 
of show-jumping action, that showcased 
some of our top horse and rider combina-
tions, from the juniors, young riders 
through to the adults. The JC and JB 
jumping classes had a good level of com-
petition. The Ugandans gave our local 
riders a good run for their money in the 
JC jumping. The young Rider Champion-
ship had a rather poor turnout this year 
with just Luke Davey and me as the en-
trants. However, this year Luke and Zin 
Zan worked the magic and won the 
championship. 
 
The Rosy Savage Memorial came next, a 
prestigious class, where all those who are 
invited mean business. Rachel Robley on 
Debbie Boyd-Moss’s Sheila raked up the 
most points to claim the trophy. Yet, the 
horses could not be put away and the 
riders could not go and collapse at the 
bar, because there was still the Proud 
Command to go! Despite the tiredness, 
all the competitors rode well. Clare Lle-
wellyn on Paladin making their presence 
felt by claiming victory, Susie Nann, this 
time on Jess Ladha’s Highbrook not far 
behind in the second place. Meanwhile in 
the top arena the Juvenile open jumpers 
fought it out for first place. After four 
rounds of jumping, Lynda Christy on 
Merrylegs claimed victory. It certainly 
was an action packed afternoon, and fi-
nally, the horses could be taken back, and 
the riders could be found cooling off at 
the bar! 
 
All of my plans for Saturday night had to 
be cancelled, because as luck would have 
it, I had to be on my horse, named 
Slightly Dangerous at 8 a.m. for the Open 
Elementary Dressage. Nevertheless, it 
was well worth it, all the competitors 
prepared well, making it a small but com-
petitive class. Back in the main arena, 
there were still many championships to 
be claimed, starting with the Grade D and 
C speed Champs. Rachel Robley had her 
foot down on the accelerator to win the D 
title, aboard Sheila, while Anita Mills 
speed tactics again proved successful 
after she won the C title, this time aboard 
Liz Thoenes’ Aristocrat. The JC Champi-
onships followed and was hotly con-
tested, Tessa Flowers on Loff claiming 
the title. 

(Cont’d on next page) 
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(Cont’d from previous page) 
Down at the Rosy Savage Arena, the 
dressage judges were still kept busy by 
the ever determined Dressage Brigade, 
this time with the Advanced Elementary, 
which for the first time in a couple of 
years, had more than two entries! All 
THREE competitors rode well, Rachel 
Robley coming in 1st. this year; the 
Championship of Kenya only had two 
competitors, but two of the very finest, 
Ann and Judy. Ann and Splash were on a 
roll, claiming the Championship, this 
being the tenth time Ann has won the 
title. Congratulations Ann! Kim Davey 
on Morning Flight beat all the girls to 
win the junior Champs of Kenya. After 
riding in both the Open and  Advanced 
dressage, and the equitation class that 
morning, I was really beginning to look 
forward to my holiday in Dubai, but be-
fore I could start thinking about all that 
shopping, partying and shisha flavours, 
my full concentration was still required 
for the equitation and D grade Champion-
ship. Al Nori gave me 100%, jumping 
brilliantly, to finish as Reserve Champion 
behind Rachel Robley in the D grade, and 
Reserve champ also in the equitation, a 
fitting end to our partnership. 
  
Before everyone knew it, it was time 
once again to gather round, say our thank 
you’s, collect our prizes and smile for the 
cameras! But, just before, we were vis-
ited by none other then Santa, riding on a 
Knight Force red fire engine. Much to 
everyone’s delight, especially the kids, 
Santa showered us with sweets. Right 
after, the winners were called forward to 
receive their prizes and smile for the 
cameras. Top places went to: 
 
Juvenile Jumping Victor Ludorum:  
Champion – Merrylegs – Lynda Christy 
Reserve – Morning Flight – Kim Davey 
 
Juvenile Overall Victor Ludorum:  
Champion – Alfajiri – Bethany Elms 
Reserve – Pippit – Geoffrey Morley 
 
Young Rider Victor Ludorum:  
Champion – Al Nori – Fayha Karimbux 
 
Adult Dressage Victor Ludorum: 
Champion – Backplay – Terry Myers 
Reserve – Sheila - Rachel Robley 
 
Adult Jumping Victor Ludorum:  

Champion – Paladin – Clare Llewelyn 
Reserve – Aristocrat – Anita Mills 
 
Adult Overall Victor Ludorum:  
Champion – Shackelton –  
  Elizabeth Warner 
Reserve – Mabarosi – Susie Nann 
 
With that, the curtain fell on another suc-
cessful HOTYS ’07, where everybody 
had fun. On behalf of all, I would like to 
say a big thank you to Gary and his team 
for organising and running the show. I 
would also like to thank our competitors 
from across the borders for participating. 
It was great having you and we hope to 
see you all back in 2008. 

 
RACING 

 
Mid Season Report (as at 
29 February 2008) 

 
The Racing Season 2007/ 2008 is now 
approximately half way through and it is 
interesting to see how things are pro-
gressing at this stage. There are 15 meet-
ings left until the end of the season which 
will be on the last Sunday of July. 
This means that racing enthusiasts will 
have three meetings each month to look 
forward to at Ngong. For the next 5 
months. Quite a few of these race meet-
ings have attracted sponsors and will be 
well attended exciting race days. 
 The competition for the various relevant 
championships is already taking shape 
with some early pointers as to who will 
be taking home the spoils at the end of 
the season. 
 

The Jockey Championship 
The season started by featuring the usual 
duel between past champion jockeys 
Julie McCann and Lesley Sercombe. 
During the last two months Apprentice 
Charles Mwangi attached to the Laurence 
yard has entered the fray. Horses from 
the Laurence yard have been having a 
really good season so far and have carried 
Charles to the front - temporarily at least. 
It will be interesting to see if the run of 
good form continues. 
 Lesley was last season’s champion 
jockey whilst Julie was the champion of 
the season before. It is expected that their 
rivalry will heat up as the season pro-
gresses, with Charles Mwangi chasing 
hard on their tails. At present Lesley is in 
the lead by one win with 16 victories, 
Mwangi has had 16 successes whilst Julie 
has 13 wins under her belt... This leads to 
an exciting situation between the three of 
them as it will be anybody’s guess as to 
who will be the eventual winner and 
carry off the crown at the end of the sea-
son. It is unlikely that anyone else will 
feature unless there is a sudden reversal 
of form or injury. 
However with half of the season left (and 
three classics still to run) there is a long 
way to go and anything can happen. The 
prize money won by these jockeys for 
their owners is recorded in the stats pages 
of the race card. 
 
Trainers 
At this stage of the season there is no real 
early leader and the placings have been 
changing from race meeting to race meet-
ing. The three larger stables of Sercombe, 
McCann and Laurence are serving their 
owners well and bringing home the spoils 
- for some of their owners anyway! Each 
of the yards have had excellent race days 
with sometimes three or four wins in a 
meeting. 
The Laurence Yard has had 20 winners 
and 11 seconds, McCann has 18 wins 
with 18 seconds and Sercombe has 20 
wins and 21 seconds. Behind the leading 
trio come Gray (10 wins), Wachira (8 
wins), Coogan and Muya with 7 wins 
each. 
 
Owners 
The owners table is headed by Mr. & 
Mrs. A L Grammaticas, who have all 
their horses ably trained by Ken Coogan 
with 7 wins 9 seconds.  Mr. J Hawley 
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whose horses are trained by Patsy Ser-
combe is currently second with 6 wins 
and 6 seconds. Third place is held by 
Mary Binks with 3 wins and 7 seconds. 
Tom Tom and Gilly Fraser are 4th and 
Mim Haynes is 5th. Mim has had only one 
win to date but that was in the Fillies 
Guineas classic race. The classics always 
are more prestigious races and carry extra 
prize money for the competitors. 6th place 
is held by the Rainbow Warriors and Mr 
Rune Karlsen owner of last year’s Derby 
winner Martial Art is in the 7th spot. Mar-
tial Art has gone to try his luck in South 
Africa and will be racing there after he 
has been through quarantine and settled in 
to his new training facility. Recent suc-
cesses have this season been recorded in 
South Africa by Mr Ari Grammaticas' 
Jargon who has won 4 races on South 
African tracks. It will be interesting to see 
if Martial Art can notch up wins there 
after such a successful racing career 
(being trained by Julie McCann) here at 
Ngong. Opinions are divided as to how he 
will perform in what will undoubtedly be 
much better company and tougher opposi-
tion from a much larger racing commu-
nity. However everybody is hoping he 
will perform well and be a flag bearer for 
Kenya.. 
 
Breeders 
In this category we have a very early and 
obvious leader with Bruce Nightingale 
from Kenana Farm in Molo. His stud has 
produced 24 wins so far, 11 winners in 
front of his nearest rival Rawhide at 
Kampi–ya-Moto, who had 13. Third with 
9 wins is owner breeder Ari Grammaticas 
who also keeps his string at Rawhide and 
his mares and young stock are managed 
by Jo, Janet and Tanya Mills. Fourth place 
is held by Bogani Road based owner 
breeders Romolo and Elsa Severini. 
 
The first two classic races the Guineas 
and the fillies Guineas have both been 
exciting races. The guineas ended up with 
a dead heat  between Rainbow Warriors’ 
syndicate owned  Sound Whisper, trained 
by Mr. Ollie Gray and African Storm 
trained by Julie McCann owned by the 
Severinis and Mr Svensson. 
The fillies guineas could have been won 
by a number of fillies 200m out and there 
was a final surge from Mrs Haynes’ Li-
chen Field (sister of a previous Derby 

winner Field Day) to take this classic race, 
with Mary Binks’ Ten Thirty a fast finish-
ing second. 
 
The next classic race will be The Kenya 
Derby on 13th April, then the Standard 
Chartered sponsored Kenya Oaks on 11th  
May and  the final classic on 22nd  June 
will be The Kenya St Leger  proposed to 
be sponsored by the Shell group. So make 
a note of these dates and be there. 
Also this year, for the first time for many 
a year, there will be a race meeting on 
Easter Monday. If you have not  taken off 
out from Nairobi Easter Weekend then 
come to the races on Bank Holiday Mon-
day. 
By a correspondent 
 

 

THINGS YOU NEED TO 
KNOW  

 
JAMHURI PARK:  Things are set-

tled down 
there 
now 

but we 
need 
help 

to get 
things 

go- ing 
well 

again. 
 

WANTED 
A FEW GOOD MEN/WOMEN TO 
HELP WITH THE RUNNING OF 

JAMHURI PARK. 
 

YOU DO NOT HAVE TO BE A 
ROCKET SCIENTIST (THOUGH IT 

COULD HELP), BUT  WE NEED 
PEOPLE WHO WILL HELP KEEP 

THE HAK'S ASSETS RUNNING 
SMOOTHLY. 

 
WE WOULD MEET OCCASION-
ALLY TO DISCUSS WHAT IS RE-

QUIRED, 
IT DOES NOT INVOLVE 24/7 COM-

MITMENT! 
 
 
 

ANY OFFER OF HELP GRATE-
FULLY AND SINCERELY RE-

CEIVED 
 PLEASE CONTACT LIZ THOENES 

O733 812315 OR EMAIL : 
thoenes1@gmail.com 

 
CLINICS WITH LOCAL AND 
OVERSEAS INSTRUCTORS.  

HAK is committed to providing the op-
portunity for further education for our 
horses, riders and officials. We hope that 
we will be able to follow a policy of two 
clinics per discipline (Dressage, Show 
Jumping and Eventing) annually with an 
overseas instructor, in the future and fur-
ther clinics offered regularly with local 
coaches. 
 
 
Stefan Bloom. Two extended morn-
ings particularly for Trainers were valua-
bly spent with Stefan working on the un-
derstanding of the correct training scale 
and higher movements towards proper 
collection. Grateful thanks to the demon-
stration riders: Geraldine Evans, Anna 
Slabbaert and Harriet Mattock and to 
Dicke for supplying the very educational 
(and enjoyable) videos. Special thanks to 
Harriet for the use of her venue and home, 
and thanks to all who donated for the deli-
cious lunches. 
 
Liz Day: Due to the political situation 
Liz's family was very reluctant to let her 
come so at the last minute she was forced 
to cancel. Many thanks to Anna Slabbaert 
and Mary Binks who deputized for Liz, 
donating their time to fill in for her on 
most of the clinics. Many thanks to them 
as the cost of the cancelled air ticket was 
covered. Liz has been invited to come 
back in June for clinics and hopefully to 
judge at Dagoretti Show.  
 
Ally Morrisby: A wonderfully popular 
Pony Club clinic was held at Pixie 
Trundle's with Ally Morrisby. All levels 
benefited greatly from her teaching and 
the weekend teaching was most enjoyed 
by all. We hope more clinics with Ally 
will be planned for the future. 
 
Jen Hamilton: By the time this News-
letter is published nearly 40 of our mem-
bers will have taken advantage of the 
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great coaching of Jen Hamilton in two (Cont’d from previous 
page) 
show Jumping Clinics. Expect a full report in the next Newslet-
ter. 
 
Ann-Marie Taylor: Unfortunately Ann-Marie decided to 
cancel her Eventing clinics in early May. International Commit-
tee and the Eventing Committee are working hard on finding 
another Coach and dates for an Eventing Clinic. 
  
Future: The HAK International Committee are in correspon-
dence with several very well respected and prominent coaches 
who are interested to come to Kenya later this year to teach us 
so WATCH THIS SPACE. We hope to have some one come to 
"get us up to scratch" for the World Dressage Challenge, Cham-
pionship Event at Sanctuary and of course HOTYS. 
 
 
FEI WORLD DRESSAGE CHALLENGE: This 
year we will have a combination of Old and New. Brand new 
tests and new classes - a new format with Children's Test 
(Prelim), Elementary, Medium, Advanced and (doubt we will be 
able to field one but) Prix St. Georges. As last year, a national 
team will be the best three scores from three different tests with 
different riders and horses. Another change this year will be that 
riders will be allowed to ride two horses in one test (but have to 
declare before the horse for "classification"). Good news is that 
our friends Else Moux and Maria Colliander will be with us 
again (except this year Maria will be President and sit at "C"). 
Of course we will welcome them back. Tests have been given to 
the Dressage Group and soon will be available in the HAK of-
fice. If you can’t wait: go to www.fei.org > development > 
World Dressage Challenge - Downloads > Working Documents 
2008 and the appropriate test will be displayed. 

 
FEI AFRICA CUP 08: A great pity, it looks like we will 
be unable to send teams to the competitions in Kyalami this 
year. Many last minute changes resulted in the Africa Cup in 
Swaziland being cancelled and now competitions for Group IX 
will be held in Kyalami at their GHS (Gauteng Horse Society) 
Easter Festival in Dressage, Vaulting and Show Jumping over 
Easter Weekend. Of course for us, finance and time are a prob-
lem for our riders and as always a worry sourcing reasonable 
horses. Still we are very sad that we will not be there. It is al-
ways fun and educational and a good chance for our riders to see 
a broader spectrum of our sport. Your Executive is already mak-
ing a plan for next year. 
 
 
NEW RULES FOR 2008: Because major changes are on 
the horizon, Rule Changes for 2008 are very limited. All the 
rules introduced are for immediate, safety reasons, to prevent 
abuse of horses/ponies or to allow reasonable entries (handicap) 
where we need to immediately fill a gap for horses that could 
not otherwise compete. Please make a note of the following in 
your Rule Books. 
  
 

ALL NEW RULES TO ADD WITH NEW NUM-
BERS. 
65.8 - No rider will be permitted to be led by an unmounted per-
son in any competition over obstacles. 
152.5- In the case of Insufficient entries, Combined Training 
Classes may be amalgamated and handicapped with higher 
graded competitors doing the lower dressage test and jumping at 
their graded height and speed. 
405.6 - Riders will not be permitted to ride more than 2 horses 
over any cross country course on the same day. A minimum of 
20 minutes must be allowed for a rider after the finish of one 
horse before the start of the next 
 661.1.3 - "Leaders" in Leading Rein must be 16 years or older. 
 
CALENDAR: Despite the best efforts of your committees 
and limited input from members, it appears that there can be no 
real change in the proposed show dates for 2008. Most shows 
are very reluctant to change their dates even if it is for the bene-
fit of our horses and members. We will have a meeting of all 
concerned parties in March to try and formulate a calendar for 
2009 which best serves the needs and concerns of our member-
ship. The calendar up to and including September 2008 appears 
on the last page of this newsletter, but some dates may change a 
bit so keep in touch with the HAK Office if you need more in-
formation. 
 
 
 
PROPOSALS FOR HEIGHT AND SPEED 
CHANGES FOR SHOW JUMPING AND COM-
BINED TRAINING. These have been agreed by the Grad-
ing and Technical Committees and will no doubt be ratified at 
the next Executive Meeting. A copy of these is available in the 
HAK Office. It was agreed that the new system would come into 
effect on 01 January 2009, with the new rules. 
 

 

 
LATEST SCAM  

  
The police have been stopping cars pulling trailers (with or 
without a horse inside) and declaring that the drivers must 

have a special stamp on their licences. 
  

THIS IS NOT TRUE 
 
 The AA has confirmed that this is just an extortion plan. 
There is no law requiring any special requirement for pulling a 
trailer.  
 

Do not be taken in!! 
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ISJC  
GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN 
AMSTERDAM 
Maggie Gray 

 
A couple of years ago, after having at-
tended FEI Show Jumping Judges 
courses in South Africa, Mary Binks per-
suaded me to join the International Show 
Jumping Officials Club.  Nothing much 
was heard from them except membership 
cards, until late last year I received an 
invitation to their General Assembly – a 
grand title for an AGM and general get 
together which was held in Amsterdam at 
the end of January.   Much cogitation 
ensued to decide if I really wanted to go 
to Europe in the depths of winter, when 
the programme arrived.   This meeting 
was also going to serve as an FEI Re-
fresher Course for Judges and included a 
day for Course Builders too.  That, and 
knowing that other good friends would be 
there, tipped the balance and David and I 
decided to attend. 

 
As luck would have it, as soon as we had 
booked tickets, the Course Builders sec-
tion was cancelled but David was offered 
the chance to help building at Jumping 
Amsterdam which included a World Cup 
Qualifier which was an interesting ex-
perience for him. 

 
We arrived at the hotel in Amsterdam in 
the early afternoon, hoping for a sleep 
before the evening activities began, but 
that was not to be.   As we were checking 
in Mary arrived together with Peter Stri-
jbosch, whom we had wanted to meet, so 
joined them for coffee straight away.   
Then arrived various other people we 
have met at the FEI meetings we have 
attended so it was a great get together 
before the meeting even started.    We 
were also given wrist bands to allow us 
entry into the Show at any time we 
wished 

 
After the official check in that evening 
we all got into buses to go for a Canal 
Cruise with dinner on board – quite a 
noisy evening with so many old friends 
meeting up – and still no catch up on 
sleep time. 
 
The official meeting and Refresher 
Course ran through the whole of the next 
day with lots of discussion by the dele-

gates from all over the world.   Most 
were from Europe with just about every 
country being represented, some from 
America and a good number from the Far 
East – Hong Kong, Taipei, Japan, Korea 
– one from the UAE and Mary and me 
from Kenya.    It turned out to be a long 
day with discussion on many diverse 
matters, including FEI Rules changes, 
and then division in to groups to discuss 
the problems set as part of the Refresher 
Course.    These problems were similar to 
the ones we were set in our courses in  
SA but with a much larger pool of ex-
perience, the discussions much more var-
ied, and lots more discussion on each 
question when the answers were given by 
each group.   Then off to the show for the 
evening class – this being held in the Rai 
Centre which David knows from many 
Horticultural Exhibitions. 
 
Sunday dawned and time for the actual 
AGM of the Association.  A lot of for-
malities but interesting also.    Then to 
the Show in the afternoon for the World 
Cup Qualifier.   A great competition with 
all the top riders of course, and enli-
vened, when one of the top Dutch riders 
was mid course, by a ‘modest’ streaker – 
with his underpants on - managing to 
dash into the arena and who proved sur-
prisingly difficult to apprehend!     With 
so many International Judges in the audi-
ence there was much comment on the 
way this was handled.  The streaker was 
protesting about cruelty to horses – as if 
any of them would jump if they did not 
enjoy it. 
 
Many left that evening but as David 
wanted to meet up with some of his horti-
cultural friends, we stayed another day 
when we also managed brief visits to the 
Van Gogh Museum and the Rijks Mu-
seum, definitely an added bonus to the 
trip. 
 
The great outcome of the meeting for me, 
was being offered the chance to join the 
Show Jump Judging team at the British 
Open in early April.   Of course I did not 
need to be asked twice so will be off to 
England on 1st April for four days at the 
National Exhibition Centre in Birming-
ham.   Quite a daunting prospect but 
something all of us who have qualified as 
International Judges in Africa want to do 
and rarely get the opportunity. 
 

THOSE WERE THE DAYS 
Sue Alleyne finds how times have 
changed… 
 
¨ There used to be 11 ASK shows at 

which horses competed being Nai-
robi, Nakuru, Mombasa, Kitale, El-
doret, Kakamega, Kisumu, Nanyuki , 
Nyeri, Embu and Kericho 

 
¨ There were also 27 other shows held 

throughout the country being Hand-
ley Cross in 1956-1959 at Westwood 
Park Country Club, Cogdon 
(Limuru) in 1959, Army  Show in 
1960-1964,  Westwood Park, Molo, 
T. Falls from 1948, Naro Moru in 
1949,  Western Kenya in 1956, 1958, 
1966, Songhor in 1960-1963, Sotik 
in 1958-1963, Olympic Aid Show – 
a once off in 1969, Karen/Ngong, 
Langata (Pipers), Manyatta, Mweiga 
- Gwaith Hunt Show in 1950/51, 
K e n ya t t a  1 9 5 1 ,  K u w i n d a 
1949/50/51, OAU Show - once off, 
SJAK was held at Muthaiga in 1951 
and the Racecourse in 1954, Gilgil, 
Officials/Settlers Show but don’t 
know where it was held, Njoro 
1948/49, Silverdale, Dagoretti, C.P. 
Club which I think means Central 
Pony Club – probably the Inter-
branch Competitions 

 
¨ In 1964 there was a jumping class at 

Silverdale called Monotone which 
seemed to include adults and juve-
niles.   Can anybody throw any light 
on what this competition was? 

 
¨ Found in a 1965 SJAK programme 

was an advert for the Welsh pony 
stallion Shooting Stick II by Coed 
Coch Prydus out of Cease Fire at 
Stud at Caxton Farm .   The stud fee 
was 7 gns and the keep of the mare 
was Shs.2/50 per day!    Grooms 
were extra. 

 
¨ In the 2007 ASK Nairobi show pro-

gramme was the following “In Hand 
– mare or filly 4yrs old or over.    
Rider may be shown with foal at 
foot. 

 
 

(cont'd on next page) 
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(Cont’d from previous page) 
¨ The following is an advert found in 

an old programme for Handley 
Cross School of Equitation – 
Westwood Park Country Club – 
Mr.& Mrs. George Llewelyn – 2 
dressage arenas, x-country, show 
jumping arena, free jumping.   
Horses taken at livery, prepared for 
show ring, schooled for hunting, 
polo, show jumping and dressage. 

 
¨ March Piper’s Grade A horse No 

Change was ridden with the reins 
attached to the noseband. 

 
¨ At the ASK Nairobi Show in 1962 

there were 10 Grade A and 17 
Grade B jumpers. 

 
¨ At one time competitors in Cham-

pionship classes used to have to 
carry weights in order to ride at 
10st or 10st 7lbs.    This was abol-
ished in 1980 as it became difficult 
to weigh in at up country shows.   I 
could hardly lift my saddle off as I 
had to carry so much, however it 
did not seem to make any differ-
ence to the horses. 

 
¨ In 1963 at ASK Nakuru there were 

33 horses in Grade C Take Your 
Own Line and also 33 horses in 
Grade C with 14 clear rounds and 
5 clears – the best competition 
seen at that time.    The Champion-
ship Puissance went to 5 feet high. 

 
¨ A few people who used to build 

show jump courses were Mike 
Dowler who also competed with 
many good horses such as Country 
Girl and Country Man, Dudley 
Winter (Wendy Winter’s husband) 
- grandfather to Kendall and Ben 
Evans who still compete, and 
Jimmy Caldwell (Rose Caldwell’s 
husband) who built extremely 
good courses.    Another very good 
course builder was Biddy Davis 
who herself competed very suc-
cessfully. 

 
¨ Some of the Grade A jumpers 

competing when the classes were 
big were Windyfeathers, No 
Change, Lile Marlene (14.2hh), 
Knockabout, Djinesta, Rum, Coun-
try Girl and Proud Command all of 

which started their rounds at 4ft 
6ins and most of the time ending 
up at 5ft.   Also at that time the B 
Grades nearly always jumped with 
them so had to jump higher than 
their grade. 

 
¨ There used to be 17 Branches of 

the Pony Club which were, Nai-
robi, Langata, Limuru Hunt, Na-
ivasha, Gilgil, Nakuru, Molo Hunt, 
Thompsons Falls, Mt. Kenya, 
North Kenya, Kitale, Kipkabus, 
Sotik Hunt, Songhor, Kabete, 
Kericho and Thika. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SYSTEM FOR ALL JUMP-
ING EVENTS 

Agreed by Grading and Tech-
nical Committees to become 

effective 1/1/09 

Horse (Adult/YR) Show Jump-
ing. 
H - 1.30 m (A Grade/ Ch of Kenya) for 
horses with 500 or more GP. Speed 350 
mpm 

H - 1.25 m.  Courageous Qualifier Ta-
ble A 2 (one class per show) for horses 
with 500 or more GP. Speed 350 mpm 

H - 1.20 m (B Grade) for horses with 
250 but less than 750 GP. Speed 350 
mpm  
H - 1.15 m Proud Command Qualifier 
Table A 2 (one class per show) horses 
with 50 – 750 GP Speed 350 mpm 
H - 1.10 m (C Grade) for horses with 
50 but less than 500 GP. Speed 325 
mpm 
H - 1.00 m (D Grade) for horses with 
less than 250 GP. Speed 325 mpm 
H - 0.90 m Non Grading (ARD III) for 
horses with less than 75 GP. Speed 300 
mpm 
H - 0.80 m Non Grading (ARD II) for 
horses with less than 75 GP. Speed 300 

mpm 
H - 0.70 m Non Grading (ARD I) for 
horses with less than 1 GP. Speed 300 
mpm 

 
Horse (Adult/YR) Combined 
Training:  
H - 1.10 m Jumping with Simple E (A 
Championship) for horses with 24 or 
more GP Speed 325 mpm 
H - 1.00 m Jumping with Novice A (A 
Open) for horses with 2 or more GP 
Speed 325 mpm 
H - 0.90 m Jumping with Novice B (A 
Intermediate) for horses with less than 
80 GP Speed 300 mpm  
H - 0.80 m Jumping with Preliminary 
(A Novice) for horses with less than 24 
GP Speed 300 mpm 
 
 
Pony (Juvenile) Show Jumping 
P -1.10 m (New) for ponies with 150 or 
more GP. Speed 325 mpm 
P – 1.05 m (JA/O/Ch) Table A 2 (one 
class per show) for ponies with 50 or 
more GP. Speed 325 mpm 
P - 1.00 m (JB) for ponies with 50 or 
less than 300 GP. Speed 325 mpm 
P - 0.90 m (JC) for ponies with less 
than 150 GP. Speed 300 mpm 
P - 0.80 m Non Grading (JRD III) for 
ponies with less than 35 GP. Speed 300 
mpm 
P - 0.70 m Non Grading (JRD II) for 
ponies with less than 35 GP. Speed 300 
mpm   
P - 0.60 m Non Grading (JRD I) for 
ponies with less than 35 GP. Speed 300 
mpm 
P - 0.30 m Jumping Non Grading Thel-
well    
   
 
Pony (Juvenile) Combined 
Training:  
P – 0.90 m with Open test (J Open) for 
ponies with 2 or more GP. Speed 325 
mpm 
P - 0.80 m with Intermediate Test (J 
Intermediate) for ponies with less than 
24 GP Speed 300 mpm 
P - 0.70 m with Nov Test (J Nov) for 
ponies with less than 12 GP Speed 300 
mpm 
P - 0.70 m with Riding Test Non Grad-
ing (Junior CT) for riders under 12 
Speed 300 mpm 
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UASIN GISHU AND OIL 
OF MYRRH 
AVICE BELLETTI 

Mention the name Uasin Gishu and most 
people think of the district of Kenya of 
which Eldoret is the “capital”. To horse 
owners it is also the name given to a dis-
figuring fungus infection which fails to 
respond to most known treatments, of 
which used engine oil is probably the 
most popular. 
 
I have a TB part Somali mare who devel-
oped Uasin Gishu not long after she 
came to me about 10 years ago. Having 
tried all the known treatments, with and 
without veterinary advice, I had more or 
less given up trying to cure the condition 
when my vet rang me a few months ago 
and said he’d been left a supply of 
mange treatment by Arbor Oils of Africa 
for customers with afflicted horses and 
ponies to try. He suggested my mare as a 
suitable guinea pig. “Might as well give 
it a try” I replied without much enthusi-
asm. After experimenting with various 
methods of application and mobile dis-
cussions with Hilary Sommerlatte of 
Arbor Oils, we settled for swabbing the 
heavily affected areas with a sponge, 
every second day. The liquid is a distil-
late of oil from the myrrh tree. 
 
Within a period of two to three months 
there has been a very noticeable reduc-
tion in the number of large grey warts 
that covered most of Contessa’s body, to 
the extent that even the vet exclaimed on 
the improvement when he came to give 
some general injections. Some of the 
warts (for lack of a better name) have not 
completely gone but are reduced in size. 
One has yet to see if the oil of myrrh is a 
permanent cure but it certainly seems to 
be a method of keeping this disfiguring 
condition under control. 
 
Hilary Sommerlatte uses the distillate 
successfully on ponies suffering from 
mange, two of whom are Somali, or part 
Somali like my mare but the possible 
Somali connection is a different area of 
speculation. 
 
Arbor Oils of Africa’s address is 
P O Box 24, 10105 Naro Moru;  
Mobile 0733 788681 and  
email oilsafrica@swiftkenya.com 

    
CLINIC WITH SWEDISH 
DRESSAGE TRAINER 
FOR KENYA COACHES 
 
The HAK dressage community in Kenya 
had the pleasure of working with Swed-
ish instructor Steffan Blom for a few 
months last year and Kenya coaches took 
part in a two day clinic on ‘collection 
and higher movements’ the last weekend 
of January. 
 
Steffan Blom has worked as a freelance 
dressage trainer in Sweden for more than 
25 years. He’s also done a two year stint 
as professional trainer at a riding centre 
in Stockholm and has competed Prix St 
George at the National Swedish Champi-
onship with several horses. In fact, one 
cannot be admitted to the instructors’ 
course in Sweden unless one has com-
peted at the Prix St George level. Steffan 
has been taught by prominent Swedish 
riders including Olympic rider Maud von 
Rosen and World Cup Champion Louise 
Nathorst, amongst others. 
 
The clinic for trainers occurred just be-
fore Steffan left Kenya and everyone 
enjoyed his input especially as it was the 
first time in many years we had a clinic 
specifically aimed for trainers. Steffan 
worked with three horses at different 
levels in the morning, teaching the riders 
and explaining to the audience why he 
advised and corrected as he did. After 
lunch everyone watched videos selected 
by Dicke Kraft that further illustrated 
Steffan’s training techniques.  
 
Steffan’s training focused on the warm 
up and the importance of straightening 
the horse before collecting. Riding cir-
cles is part of straightening the horse - 
working the muscles equally on both 
sides; this will eventually work away the 

natural muscle imbalance in any horse. 
When the horse has reached a certain 
level in its muscle building it is impor-
tant to perform exercises (such as shoul-
der fore and shoulder in, renvers, travers 
and half pass...He stressed always align-
ing the hind to the front when getting the 
back to come  straight during training. 
That gives the rider full control and 
strengthens the hind legs. Steffan also 
emphasised the importance of a firm 
contact on the outside rein supported by 
the inside leg.  
 
None of the collected movement can take 
place in a proper manner unless the horse 
is going forward into the outside rein.  
 
Being the first trainers’ clinic in a long 
time, there was plenty of room for devel-
opment. The Dressage Group has dis-
cussed how to improve future clinics and 
the next one will be adjusted accord-
ingly.  
 
However, it is always great to get to-
gether around our horses, so we all had a 
good time despite politics and security 
affecting us on a general note. 
 
Thank you to Steffan for teaching us all 
and thanks to Harriet for lending her 
arena, veranda and TV and to the Dres-
sage Training Fund for the financial sup-
port that made the clinic a bargain.  
Thanks to all of you who came.  

Anja du Toit 

 

Polite Reminder 
 

TRAINING SHOW COM-
PETITORS  

 
No horse/pony may jump more than 4 
rounds.  All horses/ponies must be reg-
istered with the HAK and all riders must 

be HAK members. 
 

Please do not hold, lead or ride your 
horses/ponies in the car park areas at 

any show as there was a recent incident 
after a pony panicked when it caught a 
leg in its martingale, resulting in a car 

being kicked! 
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FOR SALE 

 
WINTEC ALL PURPOSE SADDLE 

(NO CHANGEABLE GULLETS) 
17” WITH LEATHERS, BROWN 

LIKE NEW  
KSHS 22,000 

 
PRIDE ALL PURPOSE SADDLE 
18” WITH LEATHERS, BROWN 

GOOD CONDITION, USED 
KSHS 20,000 

 
CALL 0733 608309 

0727 532249 
Bogani@wananchi.com 
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NEW REGISTRATIONS 
 
 SPIRIT and TUSKER   owned by Linda Thorpe 
 DA VINCI CODE   owned by Roo Woods 
 SEATTLE MARINER   owned by Valerie Limb 
 KIDUDE    owned by Roberto Ansaldi 
 AZI MAKAZI    owned by Maike Potgieter 
 JUNGLE BEAT   owned by Robin Stanley 
 DUNCAN    owned by Simone Baer and leased by Luisa Vittone 
 CHARLIE    owned by Diana Smit 
 SHHEZADE and KATUMANI  owned by Sabina Hutchison 
 
CHANGED OWNERSHIP/LEASES  
 
 DANCING BEAR   owned by Roo Woods 
 RASTAMAN    leased by Cara Valentine 
 BUMBLE   owned by Simon Belcher 
 PIPPIT     owned by Sarah Trent 
 WALVIS BAY     leased by Faye Hardisty 
 
OUT OF COMPETITION/RETIRED 
 
 STATELY DON and KOROGA  owned by Maggie Gray 
 TWENDE and RED WING  owned by the Hardisty family 
 NOMAD    owned by Justine Bengough 
 MATUSA DONNA   owned by the Wreford-Smith family 
 DIVINE ENCOUNTER   owned by Elsa Severini 
 STREETWISE   owned by Luisa Vittone 
 AUTUMN COLOURS and PASDUTOUT owned by Gilly Fraser 
 
TO GREENER PASTURES 
 
 MORNING STAR III   owned by the Hardisty family 
 GRAIL     owned by Wakini Ndegwa 
 ECHO VALLEY   owned by Luisa Vittone 

 
NEW MEMBERS 
 
 Daniella Vith 
 Roberto Ansaldi 
 Rebecca Poitzmann (joins mother and sister) 
 Tanisha Gresswell (joins mother) 
 Sabina Hutchison and daughter Ornella 
 
MOVING UP THE LADDER 
 

The up gradings after up to and including HOTYS are: - 
 
ALFAJIRI   - JC 
FLYING FOX   - out of Div I 
HOTSPUR  - D grade and out of Intermediate  
                     C/Training 
KESRI        - out of Novice Event  
LOTS AND LOTS - out of Preliminary Dressage 
MAHABALI MISTRAL - D grade 
 
 
 

  MOONSONG  - out of Novice A Dressage 
  PALADIN  - B grade 

PARADISE ISLAND - out of Novice C/Training 
PLANTER’S PUNCH - out of Novice Event 
QUITE SO  - out of Novice B Dressage 
RIP ROARING  - out of Preliminary Dressage  
SHACKELTON - eligible for PC. 
THE FIDDLER  - out of Novice B Dressage 
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CARINA MORRELL 
 
The unexpected death of Carina Morrell, at home in Kilifi 
on 24 February, came as a great shock to her family and to 
her many friends in the horse world. 
 
A very sociable person, Carina’s great delight was to spend 
Sunday at the races. She trained in a small way and in later 
years was particularly successful with Etoile de France, in 
partnership with Gilly Fraser. She also produced a number 
of good horses and ponies, many of whom became stars in 
their day. 
 
Carina was the secretary at Hillcrest Secondary School for 
many years and was a regular helper in the control tower 
office at horse shows. She was always full of fun and up-to-
date with the latest news. After she and her husband, Ray, 
retired to Kilifi they dropped out of the upcountry circuit but 
son Ian’s youngest daughter, Georgia, is keeping the Morrell 
flag flying in the pony world. 
 
Our deepest sympathy goes to Ray, her children Graham, 
Ian and Niccola and their families, and to Carina’s sister, 
Hilary Garland. 

 
“SERGEANT” MUCHEMI 

 
Acting Inspector Isaiah Gitahi Muchemi, probably better 
known to readers as Sergeant Muchemi of the Police Anti 
Stock Theft Unit (ASTU), who rode Happy Boy so suc-
cessfully, died at the age of 43, on 9 February 2008 in 
hospital in Nairobi. He was stationed at Jamhuri Park with 
a unit of 26 men and 16 horses to be available for crowd 
control in Nairobi, since the onset of post election vio-
lence, when he became ill with chronic meningitis. 
 
Muchemi will be sadly missed at HAK shows and events, 
where he and Happy Boy participated so successfully, 
even if not always in an orthodox way. He was a good 
sportsman and horseman, competing Happy Boy in show 
jumping, dressage and eventing for 14 years, usually with 
a smile on his face despite a real back problem in recent 
years. It was in eventing that the pair were most successful 
having risen through the ranks to the select few opens. He 
was also the ASTU’s chief farrier, trained their young 
horses and new riders. 
 
The HAK extends its sincere condolences to his widow, 
Pauline, and children Wangui and Muchemi. 
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CUPS THAT ARE NAMED 
AFTER PLACES 
Sue Alleyne continues delving 
into the past 
 
THE VILIMA CUP is awarded at ASK 
Nairobi for Novice B dressage.     Capt. 
Spencer Tryon presented the cup in 1928 
to the Uasin Gishu Polo Club and it is 
named after his farm in Molo.  It was 
reallocated to the Nairobi ASK show in 
1989.     Capt. Spencer Tryon was a first 
class horseman participating in all disci-
plines and won a race at Limuru on his 
80th birthday.     He and his wife Lilian 
also bred and showed Cocker Spaniels 
 
CHESINGELE CUP is awarded at the 
Pony Club Interbranch Competitions for 
the best associate      It was originally 
awarded for the best associate in the 
Worthington Team before Associates had 
their own teams.    The cup was pre-
sented in 1968 and named after the Pell-
Smith’s farm in Molo.     Mrs. Pell-Smith 
was the central Pony Club secretary for 
several years and both her daughters rode 
and competed.   Having left Molo they 
lived in Karen before leaving the country   
 
SILVERDALE STABLES CUP is 
awarded at Silverdale Show for JC jump-
ing and was presented in 1962 by Mr and 
Mrs Corbett (Chris McRae’s parents) 
who ran Silverdale Stables in Langata.   
The name Silverdale is the name of Roy 
Corbett’s family home in the UK at 
Westerleigh, near Bristol and the name is 
still on the gate. 
 
THE BANDA CHALLENGE CUP is 
awarded for the Courageous Qualifier at 
Silverdale Show and was presented in 
1962 by the Banda Hotel, where the first 
Silverdale Shows were held and where 
the Banda School is now.    The cup was 
won outright in 1964 by Mrs. March 
Piper on No Change and another cup was 
presented.   The original cup was called 
the Banda Hotel Challenge Cup. 
 
UPDOWN CHALLENGE CUP is 
awarded for Juvenile Intermediate Hunter 
Trials at Kabete Happening and was pre-
sented in 1976 but there are no records of 
winners until 1984.     The cup was pre-
sented by Mr. R.S. Wollen of Limuru 
who owned Updown Farm where Kabete 
Happening was held for several years 

although the Wollens had left the country 
by then.   They were much involved with 
the Limuru Hunt and in fact the cup was 
originally presented for the Limuru Hunt 
Point to Point Races and later used for 
Limuru Hunter Trials and then re-
allocated to Kabete Happening.    Their 
children were also members of Limuru 
Pony Club 
 
THE SHEILAN STUD TROPHY is an 
annual award for the most points gained 
for In Hand classes.     The cup was pre-
sented in 1981 by Mrs. Frances Ogilvie-
Scornea and named after her Sheilan 
Stud where many top race and show 
horses have been bred  including Duch-
ess who won the cup three years in a row.   
Frances judges In-Hand and showing 
classes. 
 
THE MABROUKIE CUP is awarded 
for Adult Open Hunter Trials at Kabete 
Happening.   This cup is named after the 
Mabroukie Tea Estate in Limuru where 
the Limuru hounds regularly hunted and 
was originally a Limuru Hunter Trials 
cup.    This cup is MISSING – all those 
open hunter trial competitors please 
check to see if you still have it and if so 
let Sue Alleyne know 
 
THE CAXTON CUPS x 2 are missing 
but were awarded at Kabete Happening 
for a 12.2hh pony (probably in an event) 
and best JB.     The cups were presented 
by the Allen/Winter family who have 
owned Caxton Farm in Kabete for many 
years.   Major Brian Allen was the father 
of Wendy Winter and Jeremy Allen and 
great grandfather of Luke and Kim 
Davey and Kendall and Ben Evans who 
still compete and also grandfather of 
Sheena and Jo Lyall who used to com-
pete.     Many horses and ponies were 
bred at Caxton Farm where Shooting 
Stick, a Welsh pony stallion was at stud.     
Queenie and her cart also lived at Caxton 
Farm 
 
THE MAUA CUP is awarded for indi-
vidual associate jumping for restricted 
horses at the Pony Club Interbranch 
Competitions.   Presented in 1963 by 
Arthur Brown and named after his farm 
Maua in West Kilimanjaro.    Arthur and 
his children used to compete and he was 
often Chief Steward at shows.   Arthur 
rode Sir Jack, Moonshine and Kinkajoo – 
all top grade horses.   He now lives at 

Nakuru near the Egerton Castle. 
 
THE KARIRANA CHALLENGE 
CUP is awarded for Adult/Young Rider 
Intermediate Hunter Trials at Kabete 
Happening.     Presented by Mr. Hugh 
Ellis, Master of the Limuru Hounds and 
named after his farm Karirana at Limuru 
near where the hounds were kennelled 
and where the hounds regularly met – 
often in thick fog so one had to keep up 
or get lost!    The cup was originally pre-
sented for the Limuru Hunt Point to Point 
Races – members steeplechase, then real-
located for Limuru Hunter Trials and 
then to Kabete Happening when the 
Limuru Hunter Trials were no longer 
held.    Hugh and his family then moved 
to Thompsons Falls.    His step children 
rode regularly at the shows winning 
many trophies in showing and jumping.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
CHRISTMAS PONY 
CLUB AT THARUA  
December 2007  
BY TATIANA DYER  
  
We were on our way to the best place 
in the world, Pony Club with Martin 
and Tiddy Hamilton at Tharua!! 
  
When we arrived we ran down to the 
stables to see that our ponies had 
arrived.  They looked very happy 
munching on hay.  We started to put 
up our tents, we had nobody to help 
us so we had to get Martin to help! 
 

 (cont’d next page) 
 



 
 

(cont’d from previous page) 
 
After lunch we tacked up our po-
nies and were divided into three 
groups.  I was in group 1 with all 
my friends.  The first group did 
boring dressage (although Martin 
always manages to make it 
fun!)  The second group did cross 
country and the third group, the 
littlies, did show jumping (sort 
of!!)  Then our group did cross 
country, so much fun, the second 
group did show jumping and the 
littlies mucked about in the dres-
sage arena.  Everyone had lots of 
fun, and all the ponies were really 
well behaved.  We had a cup of 
tea and then fed our ponies.  Fi-
nally, we had a delicious supper in 
Martin and Tiddy's house cooked 
by Kerry.  We climbed in to our 
tents feeling very tired. 
  

When we woke up we ran down to 
see our ponies and fed 
them.  Then a warm cup of tea, I 
had to take one to my mum in 
bed, then a scrummy cooked 
breakfast.  We tacked up our po-
nies, and did all sorts of fun 
things, including pony club games 
with all the groups together.  It 
was such a laugh.  Daisy, Jessie's 
pony, didn't like the water game 
and spilt the water all over 
Jessie!  Oscar's pony, Longalani, 
was definitely the quickest to can-
ter flat out to get back to her 
friends, with Oscar hanging on for 
dear life!  My pony, Swara, hated 
the flag game, so of course our 
group lost that by miles.  India and 
Ella were being led by their syces, 
who must have been very tired by 
the end as they wanted to canter 
all the time.  Martin and Tiddy 
made it so much fun and they had 
good help from Marian. 

  
Before lunch we went to a beauti-
ful dam and had a great time 
swimming and looking for goose 
eggs which we managed to 
find.  We got back for a very filling 
lunch and then lay in our tents for 
a bit.  A bit later we got back on 
our ponies and just went like a 
bomb round the cross country 
course, and flying over the 
hedges.   
 
Jumping the hedge is always a 
BIG challenge, and there was no 
way Martin would let us get out of 
it.  We all managed to persuade 
our ponies to do it eventually, and 
then didn't want to stop!  That eve-
ning the Horsey children came 
over and Tiddy found us an amaz-
ing parachute which you can do all 
sorts of tricks with, it was so much 
fun.  Then the parents had a long 
dinner, and we went to our tents 
for sleep. 
  
The next morning, our last, we did 
a show for our mums and 
dads.  The first group did 
a dressage show, which we had 
been practicing with Mar-
tin.  Jessie had fallen off her horse 
the day before so we had to with-
out her and Della, which was very 
annoying.  But despite them hav-
ing to be spectators (Jessie on 
crutches), we managed to put on 
a really good show and our ponies 
behaved beautifully, and Spanner 
did a really good job of taking over 
the lead. 
  
The middle group did show jump-
ing.  Oscar's pony kept wanting to 
jump out of the arena, so he fol-
lowed Georgia and her pony 
around.  The littlies managed to 
show us what they had learnt over 
the past few days.  India's was 
cantering - her poor syce!! 
  
After prize giving and lunch we 
had to pack up, which was so 
sad.  We all said a big thank you 
to Martin and Tiddy and all the 
people who had helped.  We didn't 
want to leave.  What a great pony 
club!! 
  
 

 

OUTSIDE AFRICA 
 
Can you imagine working for a com-
pany that has a little more than 600 
employees and has the following sta-
tistics?  
 
 
29 have been accused of spouse abuse 
  
 7 have been arrested for fraud  
 
19 have been accused of writing bad 
cheques  
 
117 have directly or indirectly bank-
rupted at least 2 businesses  
 
3 have done time for assault  
 
71 cannot get a credit card due to bad 
credit  
 
14 have been arrested on drug-related 
charges  
 
8 have been arrested for shoplifting  
 
21 are currently defendants in law-
suits  
 
84 have been arrested for drink driv-
ing in the last year  
 
 
Which organization is this?  
 
It is the 635 members of the British 
House of Commons. 
The same group that cranks out hun-
dreds of new laws each year designed 
to keep the rest of us in line.  
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LAST DATE FOR COPY WILL BE NO 
LATER THAN  

FRIDAY 16 MAY 2008 
 

SEND TO AVICE BELLETTI  
P O BOX 15281 LANGATA 00 509 
TEL: 891246  TEL/FAX: 890870 

EMAIL:  avicebelletti@todays.co.ke 
OR LEAVE AT MARCO POLO 
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CHARITABLE DONATIONS  
 
I refer to the letter from Scilla Davey in 
the September 2007 newsletter regarding 
the utilization of funds generated from 
our HAK shows and donations made to 
charity.  I agree fully with the suggestion 
that proceeds from our sport be fed back 
into supporting closely related and very 
needy organizations or activities.  She 
suggested RDA for one as well as train-
ing syces and farriers which we desper-
ately need.  I would like to add the 
KSPCA, ASPA (Arusha Society for the 
Protection of Animals) and the Lamu 
Donkey Sanctuary for others, all of 
which are grossly under funded.   
 
While there will always be needs to ad-
dress, in the area of HIV and AIDS, sup-
port to orphans, and other health issues, 
Kenya is already receiving over $500 
million from the United States govern-
ment alone in 2007/08, and this figure 
will very likely be higher in the subse-
quent year.  Imagine what organizations 
addressing animal welfare could do with 
that amount of money!!  Let us attempt to 
spread the wealth and focus support on 
the animal-oriented activities that are not 
eligible for other sources of funding. 
 
 Regards, 
 
 Cheryl Sonnichsen 
 Senior Advisor in HIV and AIDS 
 Office of Population and Health 
 USAID 
 P.O. Box 629 
 Village Market 00621 
 Nairobi, Kenya 
 Tel:  254-20-862-2818 

 
THANKS  
AGAIN  

TO ALL THOSE WHO 
HELPED  

WITH THIS NEWSLETTER 
EITHER BY SUBMITTING 

COPY OR  
IN PUTTING IT TOGETHER 

AND  
GETTING IT OUT TO  

ALL MEMBERS 

HAK ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
DON’T FORGET 

FRIDAY 03 APRIL 
Subscriptions and registration fees 

due by 31 March 
NO VOTING WITHOUT BEING FULLY PAID UP! 
Plus if you let your membership lapse, re-joining fees 

will be charged! 
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MARCH 
8-13  Jen Hamilton Clinics       Jamhuri 
15-16  FEI Group IX Jumping Gauntlet      Jamhuri 
29 – 30  Dressage Championship 07 and Qualifiers 08    Jamhuri 
 

APRIL 
3  AGM  1600 hrs       Jamhuri 
4-6  Easter Show        Jamhuri 
13  JCK Kenya Derby       Ngong Racecourse 
19-20  Naivasha Fun Event       Sanctuary Farm 
 

MAY 
11  JCK Kenya Oaks        Ngong Racecourse 
15-18  Subaru Gilgil 2 Day Event           ASTU-Gilgil 
23-25  North Kenya Polo       Timau 
30-1 June North Kenya Polo       Timau 
 

JUNE 
12-15  Dagoretti Show        Jamhuri 
12-15  Manyatta Polo        Gilgil 
15  JCK St. Leger        Ngong Racecourse 
20-22  Manyatta Polo        Gilgil 
28-29.  Training Days, Show Jumping and Dressage     Jamhuri 
 

JULY 
5-6  OBTS Sales and Race Day       Ngong Racecourse 
10-13  Subaru Silverdale Challenge and Show     Jamhuri 
11-13  Mug’s Mug Polo        Nairobi 
14-20  Mt. Kenya Pony Club Camp      Sanctuary Farm 
18-20  Mug’s Mug Polo        Nairobi 
21-27  Nairobi Pony Club Camp       Deloraine 
31-3 August Subaru Mt. Kenya Event       Nanyuki 
 

AUGUST 
7-9  Subaru Kabete Happening       Limuru Country Club 
15-18  North Kenya Polo       Timau 
22-25  North Kenya Polo       Timau 
 

SEPTEMBER 
5-7  Nairobi Polo        Nairobi 
12-14  Nairobi Polo        Nairobi 
18-19  FEI World Jumping Challenge Cat A     Jamhuri 
20-21  FEI World Jumping Challenge Cat B     Jamhuri 
 
 
 


